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Vellore (Madras State) and Bhimashankar (Maharashtra State). These 
are all new distributional records. Studies on their distribution, 
bionomics, and potentialities for disease transmission are being 
separately dealt with. 
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17. DESCRIPTION OF THE NYMPH AND LARVA OF 
IXODES PETAURISTAE WARBURTON, 1933 

(With four figures in one plate) 


Ixodes petauristae was first described by Warburton (1933) on the 
basis of a single female collected from a flying squirrel, ‘ Petaurista 
philippensis Link’, in Ceylon. Rao (1955) described both the male 
and the female of Ixodes kerri collected from Petaurista petaurista 
philippensis Elliot in south India. This was the first Ixodes found in 
India south of the Himalayas but subsequently large numbers of 
two species of Ixodes have been collected in the forests of Mysore 
State— Ixodes kerri, now regarded as a synonym of /. petauristae, and 
Ixodes ceylonensis Kohls. 

Adults of /. petauristae are common ectoparasites of the Giant 
Squirrel (Ratufa indica) and the Flying Squirrel ( Petaurista petaurista 
philippensis) in Mysore State, south India, and immature stages have 
been commonly found parasitizing small mammals of the forest: 
shrews, rats, mice, and squirrels. They are occasionally found on 
monkeys but rarely on birds. The present study is based on material 
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Ixodes petaurlstae Warburton 

1. Nymph: dorsal view; 2. Nymph: ventral view; 3. Larva : dorsal view; 
4. Larva: ventral view 
















